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Newsletter June 2017 

Our Lay Director, Jan Watts, writes. 
 

York 26 takes place from 26th to 29th October this year.  It will be led by Tracy 

Bowers who is currently finalising her team.  Those at the Redcar Ultreya will 

remember the incredibly moving Action talk which she gave and we know that 

York 26 is in very safe hands.  But we DO NEED PILGRIMS.  All the hard 

work of Tracy and the team mean nothing if we haven't  a good number of 

pilgrims.  The Day of Deeper Understanding on July 22 will deal with 

sponsorship and there will be leaflets and booking forms to take away.  If you're 

not able to be there just let me know and I can supply them.  Please, please 

pray, asking God to show you who to invite and asking Him to give you the 

courage to start that first conversation.  What a precious gift a week-end is to a 

friend or member of your congregation. 

I am settling in to my new role and feel very blessed at having such a committed and talented Secretariat 

around me.  Our first meeting was on Monday, 12th June and despite the constant interruptions for coffee 

and cake we managed to cover a lot of ground and have lots of plans for making Cursillo more and more 

relevant in our Diocese.  We are so fortunate to have the blessing and understanding of the Bishop of Hull, 

Bishop Alison, who is herself a Cursillista and who will be preaching at the closing service of York 26.  So 

put the date in your diary now and join us at Wydale on 29th October.   

As we have said so many times before, Group Reunion is the bedrock of Cursillo – I can't imagine life 

without mine.  We have shared both good and dark times together and are from three different churches.  If 

you would like to join a Group Reunion and are not sure how – then get in touch with me and we will try to 

link you up with other Cursillistas.  So many of you are busy with church activities but Group Reunion can 

be as little as an hour once a month. 

 Thank you again for your continuing support. Love in Christ,   Jan Watts.  ULTREYA !!         

Day of Deeper Understanding (DDU) 
Our DDU on 22nd July at Christ Church, Bridlington will help you to better understand Cursillo, but will 

also give you a host of other experiences.  There will be worship, teaching, craft sessions or an opportunity 

to familiarise yourself with the York and National Cursillo websites, a chance to ask all those questions 

about Cursillo you've always wanted to , an opportunity to see how we fit into the Diocesan thinking, some 

singing and no doubt plenty of laughter.  There will be a variety of speakers and a number of gifts!!  It will 

also be a suitable day to bring along a friend who is ever so slightly interested in Cursillo! 

It would be helpful though if you could just let me know if you're bringing a Non- Cursillista with 

you so that we can have the right sort of activities for the right sort of number.   

Practical details are coming to you separately on a flyer. 
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A letter from our SD, Jonathan Couper 
Dear All, 

Archbishop Sentamu in a letter to me after our last Cursillo weekend 

wrote  “I am delighted to hear that it was a successful weekend and that 

those attending were able to meet with God in a profound way. It is only 

through genuine encounter with the risen Lord Jesus that lives will be 

transformed.”  

Making space to allow God to come close in a safe place can be life 

transforming, and we have found that Cursillo weekends can bring that 

transformation to everyone involved.  

Weekends are not the end of the story – just the beginning- for we are still 

called  to develop our faith more and more. But for you who have attended 

Cursillo weekends, you have rich treasured memories of what God did 

then and has continued to do since. You have also found through Ultreyas and group reunions a community 

of those who engage with God. These groups alongside days of deeper understanding are some of the ways 

we become knit together and grow in faith and love. 

Jesus once said, “Where two or three are gathered together in my name there am I in the midst” (Matthew 

18:20) God abides with us relationally – in the relationships between the two or the three. We are knit 

together to form a temple in which he dwells by His Spirit.  The more “at one” in mind and heart we 

become the deeper He dwells. Let us not neglect to meet together but rather let us encourage one 

another” (Hebrews 10:25).  

What about encouraging someone who is not yet a Cursillo member to attend the next Cursillo weekend? 

Why not come with a friend to the Day of Deeper Understanding – a day you may never have experienced 

before. Who knows where this might lead!  

In the words of Paul 2 Corinthians 13:11  “Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! ( same word Philippians 

4:1 etc) Come together (same verb used in Mark 1:19 for mending nets), encourage one another, be of one 

mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.” Great advice for  us. The God of 

love and peace is with us more so when we rejoice, come together, encourage one another, are of one mind 

and live in peace. May the Lord richly fill our meetings together more and more – in Ultreyas to Days of 

Deeper Understanding, in Cursillo weekends to Group Reunions, in Secretariats  to National events 

With prayers 

Rev Jonathan Couper 

Publicity leaflets & posters 
Supplies of Cursillo publicity leaflets and 
posters for your church notice board will 
be available at Ultreyas or ring Jan. 

BACC Pages    
The Winter 2017 edition is available on the BACC website.  
We will also have some copies available at Ultreyas or go to 
http://www.anglicancursillo.co.uk/bacc-pages.php    

The bring and share table 
We have a bring and share table at each Ultreya and money raised goes a long way towards keeping our 

crucial Bursury scheme going.  We seem to have got a bit stuck lately and it is turning into a brick-a -brack 

stall.  Suggestions of what we could bring to sell are: 

 books – novels and Christian books we've finished with 

 anything with butterflies or rainbows! 

 Garden produce 

 jams or pickles 

 cakes or other baking.     

There will be a stall at the Day of Deeper Understanding. 



3 

An account of York 25 

York 25, led by Mary Hart, was a wonderful week-end with a very special closing service.  Thank you Mary 

for your quiet, sensitive leadership.  One of our pilgrims, Paula Burbidge, described her own experience at 

the closing service 

“Each table of Pilgrims has been given a few moments to summarise our experience of our Cursillo 

weekend. - a few moments! !! it's a good job we serve the God of the impossible! so much has happened it's 

difficult to know where to begin. This has been a journey of listening, learning, sharing, making new 

friends, praising and worshipping God under the umbrella of fellowship and love.  It has been a physical, 

emotional and especially a spiritual roller coaster. Our minds have been taken out, dusted off and then 

blown away beyond all measure as we've received an abundance of blessing upon blessing. 

We've been blessed with weather that has enabled us to visit the  Woodland Chapel and the Bothy - not a 

word I have come across before.  We've  been blessed by the abundance of God's nature - the early morning 

boxing antics of the jack - rabbits; the light playing through the leaves of the trees, even the ever 

present,  ongoing,  perpetual caw caw of the crows not to mention the bleating sheep in the field (I hasten to 

say these were of the real variety and not the human kind that Jonathan introduced us to in one of his talks.)  

Throughout the whole journey we have been cushioned by a fellowship that has loved us, loved us again, 

loved us again and loved us again in an abundance of love that has reached from East to West, North to 

South and back again - unending,  unconditional love.  In the safety of this amazing love born out of Christ 

we have been held in our  brokenness sharing the often bitter and painful ministry of weeping with each 

other, enabling us to meet Jesus in the darkest night of our souls. 

But it hasn't been all about our cleansing tears.  In this  billowing cushion of Agape we have shared laughter, 

fun and a great deal of  welcomed, beautiful, heartfelt  silliness which has lightened my heart at least. 

Through it all God has shown how precious each one of us are to Him. 

Mary said not to judge the weekend until the end - well we are at the end of our time and I have to say that I 

think I can see how everything is fitting together despite being a bear with a little brain and much of the 

various talks continue to flutter around my mind like a myriad of colourful butterflies.  

We have been introduced to a Rule of Life upon which we can build, a tool to facilitate a closer walk with 

Jesus.  To steal (not jellybeans as I have done all weekend) the Jesuit motto  'Ad majorem Dei glorium'  we 

have been better equipped to live our lives for the greater glory of God, and for the good of others.” 

Thank you Paula for allowing us to share this.  
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Dates for your diary 
July 22   Day of Deeper Understanding.  10.30 till 4.00 Christ Church, Bridlington.  

    Lots of fun, different speakers, and a chance to ask questions  (more details 

    nearer the time).  

September 30  Ultreya.  St Mary’s, Strensall, York. 

October 26—29  York 26 at Wydale Hall. 

November 11  Ultreya.  St Augustine’s, Hedon, Hull.  Welcome back Ultreya for the new  

    pilgrims  

All Ultreyas are on Saturdays and run from 11.00 till about 1.30.  Coffee is served from 10.30 and 

bring your lunch.  The Ultreyas are a really good way of introducing newcomers to 
Cursillo. Do try to come along; you’ll enjoy it! 

Contact details. 

Jan Watts:  01723 360410 / 07957 869287  laydirector@yorkcursillo.org 

Rev. Jonathan Couper:  07710 257550  spiritualdirector@yorkcursillo.org 

Trevor King's commissioning 
Most of you will know that Trevor was the last Lay Director of York Diocese, giving up that post on April 

1 at our AGM.  On 20th May four of us went up to Durham to the AGM of BACC, our national body, to 

see Trevor commissioned as the next National President of Cursillo at a very moving Eucharist in the 

afternoon.  The commissioning was done by the Bishop of Jarrow Mark Bryant, a lovely man and also a 

Cursillista.   

We congratulate Trevor on his appointment and assure him of our constant prayers.  It is a very 

demanding role, involving him in travelling up and down England, Scotland and Wales, visiting all the 

Dioceses where Cursillo is active.  He will also chair the Standing committee of BACC and will be 

heavily involved in overseeing the annual National Ultreya  (Ultreya GB).  We are immensely proud of 

him and just hope his Standing Committee have half his energy or they will be finding themselves 

struggling to keep up! 

The Bishop, members of Standing Committee and 

others lay hands on Trevor as he is commissioned. 

L to R:  Revd Cynthia Hebden, National SD; The Bishop of 

Jarrow; Trevor; Sally Henniker-Major, outgoing President. 


